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Brindley : Road Legislation in Iowa 823 

The book has some inaccuracies : for instance, Professor Coman takes 
Pike's intentions at the explorer's own statement of them (I. 48), mis- 
dates the publication of his journal (II. 75), and gives a confusing 
reference to Professor Bolton's edition of the confiscated papers (1. 403) ; 
she accepts Jonathan Carver without a question; on a single page 
(I. 234) she speaks of "consul" Genet, and refers to Washington's 
Secretary of War as " Attorney General Knox ". 

Most of the works cited in the forty-eight-page bibliography can be 
found in any large university library. They are not listed with biblio- 
graphical precision, and, like the notes, are clumsily arranged by chapters 
at the end of each volume. In the cases of many of the works of travel 
the author has been content to refer the reader only to the Trail Makers 
series, or to Dr. Thwaites's useful reprints. 

Frederic L. Paxson. 

History of Road Legislation in Iowa. By John E. Brindley. His- 
tory of Work Accident Indemnity in Iowa. By E. H. Downey. 
[Iowa Economic History Series, edited by Benjamin F. Sham- 
baugh.] (Iowa City, Iowa: State Historical Society. 1912. 
Pp. xiii, 422; xiii, 337.) 
Applied History. Edited by Benjamin F. Shambaugh. Volume I. 
( Iowa City : State Historical Society. 1912. Pp. xix, 638.) 
Historical societies in the eastern states have generally confined 
their activity to the colonial and revolutionary periods, with an occasional 
glance at some aspect of the Civil War. In the Middle West the period 
of origins extends well down into the nineteenth century and it is not 
surprising to find the historical societies there devoting a large share of 
their attention to this later period. The State Historical Society of Iowa, 
however, has gone far beyond this- and by invading the recognized 
domains of economics, political science, and jurisprudence, has, under 
the guise of economic and " applied " history achieved the extreme of 
practicality and " up-to-date-ness ". 

The History of Road Legislation contains more history, in the 
accepted sense of the term, than either of the other volumes. The sub- 
ject is treated chronologically, beginning with the acts of Michigan and 
Wisconsin territories, and continuing down through the various stages of 
development from the plank-road system of the forties to the good roads 
movement and the state highway commission of recent times. The volume 
concludes with a comparative study of road legislation and an appendix 
which presents the present status of road administration in each of the 
states of the Union. The details of the numerous acts are given so fully 
that it is frequently difficult for the reader to grasp the significant things. 
Some help is afforded, however, by convenient summaries at the end of 
each chapter. The author's " Road Legislation in Iowa " in the Applied 
History is a rearrangement of these summaries, together with a state- 
ment of principles which should obtain in future legislation. 
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With reference to the History of Work Accident Indemnity in Iowa, 
one can almost paraphrase Voltaire's celebrated remark about the Holy 
Roman Empire. It does deal with work accident indemnity, but it is 
not history and it has little more application to Iowa than to any of the 
other states. As a general treatise on the law and economics of work 
accident indemnity it appears to be a scholarly and valuable work. An 
abridgment of this work also is included in the volume of Applied 
History. The other studies in this volume deal with the Regulation of 
Urban Utilities; Primary Elections; Corrupt Practices Legislation; and 
Tax Administration. They are all studies in comparative legislation with 
special reference to the needs of Iowa. 

The most interesting part of this book to the student of history is the 
editor's introduction in which he sets forth his theory of " applied 
history " as " the latest chapter in the history of historical study ". The 
term is defined as " the use of the scientific knowledge of history and 
experience in efforts to solve present problems of human betterment ". 
For justification in his attempt to abolish the " fitting interval " between 
the studies of historians and the present day and to make history, not only 
enable us to understand the present, but guide our footsteps in the future, 
the author appeals to Robinson's New History. After reading the intro- 
duction one is somewhat disappointed to find that the articles do not 
belong to some new species of intellectual endeavor but are merely 
studies in economics or political science with occasional Teachings back 
into the past such as one is accustomed to find in such studies. 

The format of the volumes is excellent. They are printed in large 
type on good paper and substantially bound in buckram. Each is 
equipped with an elaborate analytical index. The notes and references 
have been grouped at the end, an arrangement which is most incon- 
venient for the reader. On the whole, the work done in these volumes 
was eminently worth doing and they give evidence of extensive research 
and careful scholarship. It is an open question, however, whether such 
work could not be done to better advantage by a legislative reference 
bureau, leaving the historical society to devote its undivided energies to 
the exploitation of the " past history " of the state. 

Solon J. Buck. 

Historia de los Archivos de Cuba. Por JoaquIn Llaverias, Capi- 
tan del Ejercito Libertador y Jefe de la Section de Gobierno y 
Correspondencia del Archivo Nacional. Prologo de F. de P. 
Coronado, Secretario de la Academia de la Historia de Cuba. 
(Havana: Imp. "La Universal" de Ruiz y Comp. 1912. Pp. 
xi, 382.) 

The mere bulk of great archival collections seems generally to deaden 
interest and chide initiative in their custodians, but to this rule Mr. 
Llaverias is an exception. Thirteen years in the archive he describes 
have evidently no whit chilled the ardor of his service. To one 



